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GENERAL ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY

intensity of the strain between the plates of the original con-
denser, or, as we say, the electric force at each point of the
medium, or, otherwise, the difference of potential between the
plates, has been diminished. Now it is very difficult to suppose
that the energy has been transferred along the conductor to the
other condenser, and there inserted as energy of strain between
the plates. In fact we know that, pari passu with the process
of charging the other condenser, has gone on the growth of
electric strain in the medium between the conductors ; and since
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the energy is undoubtedly stored up in the strain of the medium,
it is rational to regard the strain as being propagated through
the medium under the guidance of the conductors which as we
have seen localise it.

If the condenser have, as shown in Fig. 43, its plates J, 1$
connected by a wire LMN, the process of discharge will consist
in the passage outwards of the tubes of force with their ends on
*ke w*re at eac^ infant aiad everywhere at right angles to the
equipotential surfaces for the time being. The flow of energyis increased. The
